He reminded the members

that the Hemes neighbors,

s the Spragues, have told them
that they will not continue the
verbal arrangement between
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ANUARY 18, 2007 . property. The mound is ex-
. pected to be only 4 feet high
: with the 2-foot offset.

:--- Similar to the situstion of
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Preshy scores
"The Woods of West Bare
Hill Road have reconsidered
their options for a necessary
septic upgrade, and have cho-
sen the Presby system. While
5till applying for variances to
_Title 6, Dan Wolfe of Ross As-
sm:iates told the Board of
‘Health at its Jan. ¢ meeting
that his clients chose Preshy
_because it would require less
fill. In 15 minutes, and with
the enthusiastic support of
board member Lorin Johnson,
“aresident of Still River, he re-
£Leived approval for the in-
stallation of 2 Presby system.
" Nashoba  Associated
Euards of Health sanitarian
1Ira Grossman noted that this
was the first of several Preshy
systems that would be dis-
cussed this night. Emphasiz-

ing that the state’s language |

says that the board “may” ap-
Jprove such a system, he said
that such applications “will

come up over and over again, '

Whether for the Presby or the
Miicrofast system.”
. Both are innovative tech-
nologies. “The board's goal is
full compliance through the

Jogal upgrade process, but i |

Fou can make the [mandated)]
“4-Toot offset, you should go
for it,” Grossman said. The
Preshy is designed for a 2-foot
:.dﬁﬁet, particularly suitable in
c¢ases of hardship due to
mpugraph:,r or size of lot.
Johnson asked if there is a
difference in the burden to
the homeowner. “The aes-
thetics,” answered Wolfe, [and
whether] there's another big
mound popping up on the
landscape.” He also said that
?;eabp represented cost sav-
ings because less fill is re-

' guired. “Fill is what drives up
the cost.”

. ", “The environmental issue,”
‘eontinued Wolfe, also'exists.
JYou can stay out of the buffer
‘zone with fill."

' Explaining that & number

of innovative technologies °
have come down the pike,

‘Since 1995, Wolfe said that the
board had asked him “in a
tight situation” to try an.in-
‘novative technology. “My an-
swer is that [I try to] keep a
mechanical device out of the
system that can break," and
becanse of the iIncreased mon-
itoring needed, “I've shied
away” from iL.

" But, he said, after a pre-
sentation by Presby's owner
David Presby, he was very im-
‘pressed. “There’s no me-
chanical aspect to this sys-
“tém. It's fairly maintenance
“free,” Wolfe said.

. While the state’s goal fora
‘Homeowner is full compliance
ith Title 5, Presby falls un-

dier the next category of “max-
“dmum feasible compliance.”
-~ Grossman responded that
*fie advantage of an innova-

~tive technology is that “it is
s qsually used on a very tight
: lot, where there are wetlands
» [and issues] of square
. footage.”
. “The homeowner is trying
. to do something here,” John-
» son said. “We need to think
: about the people who want to
* live here. This plan is within
 permission to do s0."

Johnson explained that he

had been to two Presby sem-

‘. inars, and is certified in Ver-

- mont where the systems first
- began. “This is a good place
i to malke that stand. I weigh in
. on the side of Presby to pre-
: serve the land."

* . Presby scores again

: =" Wolfe also sought and ob-
+ tained local upgrade approval
_with variances for Harry Park,
- who lives at Massachusetts
« Avenue and Pond Road. Ap-

-. proval is contingent on ap-

- proval from Grossman on the
I location of the pump cham-
. ber.
I Seeldng to sell his house,
- Park had told Wolfe that he
- did not like the “large, land-
: scape feature” of his neigh-
- bor, and prefers the Presby
- gyster. In addition, the tree

< line will keep the system out

:of sight at the back of the

*"the Weiners, variances being

sought are for reduced
groundwater offset of 2 feet
(versus the normal 4 feet) and

. reduced perc rate. However,

the Park property has wells
in the vicinity, less than the
required 100 feat,

‘Grossman noted, “This is
2 good case of limited space
and well offsets.” He voiced
concern, however, that the
pump chamber and cover are
below water level. Wolfe ex-
plained that the location is
here because the foree main
«can freeze if the pump cham-
ber isn’t located in a lower
area. A compromise was
reached, as Wolfe agreed to
adjust the location if he can
seal up a riser to insulate if,
a measure that requires more
attention. Grossman said, "It
is troubling to maintain a tight
seal ~ certain materials have
a high rate of failure.”

Johnson reacted, saying, “1
don’t want to incur any extra
cost for him if we can avoid
it."

A tree saved by Preshy
Representing clients Frank
and Alice Herne of Still River
Road, Nick Pauling of Gold-

smith, Prest & Ringwall asked
for, and obtained, local up-

grade approval that will per-
mit his clients fo both install
anew Presby svstem and sell
their property.

Pauling explained why
some deviation in system lo-
cation had ocemrred since the
Freshy plan was approved
at the Board's Nov. 28 meet-
ing. Laying out a “working
sketch” of the new plans, he
showed where the dosing
chamber will now be less than
4 feet from the property line,
rather than the required 10
feet.

Asked why the change had
occurred, Pauling said his
“best guess”™ was to preserve
a l6-foot spruce tree in the
front yard. All abutters had
been duly notified of the meet-
ing’s topic that night, and no
one spoke up.

them for an easement with
any new buyers (the Hernes'
leachfield is on the Spragues’
property).

Presby’s three-minnte

approval

Saying that his client

Dewey Brown had received
“an Ira love letter” in October,
Wolfe made his third appear-
ance of the evening to get ap-
proval for yet another Preshy
system with variances, also
on Still River Road. “An Ira
love letter” is a euphemism
for notification by the board
that itis aware of a faifled sep-
tic system.

“These people are just
thrilled there's a solution. This
was a ticking time bomb,” said
Wolfe. “This family couldn't
dea! with a tight tanle™ He said
his clients didn't want to add
“costly, unsightly [retaining]
walls,” but did wish to de-
cormnission a well and drill a
TNew one.

NABH sanitarian Ira Gross-
man acknowledged that there
“is essentially no room” on
the property for 2 traditional
SySten.

. Presby out of the

i ballpark

The Spragues of Still River
| Road in the midst of a septic

Jupgrade installation; found
‘what every homeowner
dreads — ledge in the leach-
' ing area. Sanitarian Ira Gross-

"man reported that septic de-
sign firm Goldsmith, Prest &
Ringwall is seeking to switch
to the Presby system, which
if used, will result in a 40 per-
cent reduction in the leach-

. ing area.

Unfortunately, Grossman

. said, according to Title 5,

+ should the homeowner en-
counter conditions occur dur-
ing installation other than
what are approved (ledge, for
example), new approvals are
neaded.

Member Lorin Johnson was
fast to react. “Let's get ‘em go-.
ing before.the ground freezes -
.IIP_F



